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stroke. Taking a leaf from Gladstone's book of 1873 and 1885,
he did not dissolve but (4 December 1905) resigned. His hope
was that the liberals, if called on to form a ministry without a
parliamentary majority, would be torn by unresolved rivalries
and by differences regarding home rule, and might already
before the election set the pendulum swinging back. The trap
was obvious, and many of Campbell-Bannerman's followers
urged him to refuse office, as Disraeli had in 1873. But he was
emphatic, that the country would never believe in the liberals,
if they flinched; and in this he had strong support from Morley.
On 5 December he accepted office,1 and the long conservative
domination was at an end.
One or two minor imperial episodes may close this chapter.
In March 1903 was completed the Uganda Railway, 582 miles
long, connecting Lake Victoria Nyanza with the sea at Mombasa.
Planned originally by Mackinnon in the days of the British East
Africa Company, it was begun by the British government in
1896, after the Crown had taken over the territory; and sums
totalling £5,331,000 were spent on it in direct grants from the
exchequer voted by parliament. Most liberals, including Har-
court and Campbell-Bannermann, originally voted against these
grants; though it seems obvious now that the railway had to be
built, and that unless Great Britain was prepared to build it, she
could scarcely justify her occupation of the country.
Following the suppression of a ten-months* Arab revolt, which
broke out after the transfer to the Crown in 1895, the coastal
area of British East Africa had been in effect transformed from a
protected Arab state to a province under British administration.
As such it remained under the foreign office. But in 1904 there
was a sharp controversy between the foreign secretary, Lord
Lansdowne, and the commissioner, Sir Charles Eliot, owing to
which the latter, though generally acknowledged to be in the
right, had to resign. The episode drew attention to the impolicy
of burdening a diplomatic department with tasks of imperial
government; and in April 1905 British East Africa was trans-
ferred to the colonial office.
On the opposite side of Africa there was completed, also in
1 Strictly speaking he did not, his biographer tells us, 'kiss hands', as that 'sacra-
mental part of the ceremony* was forgotten at the time, and the king afterwards
remitted it (J. A. Spender, Life of Campbell-Bannermxm (1923), ii. 191 n.).

